
Dec. 1 - Admin Day -
No Classes

Dec. 4-8 - Spirit Week

Dec. 4-8 - Grade 1
Salvation Army Food
Drive

Dec. 11 - Expected
Purdy’s Pick Up

Dec. 20 - Holiday
Concert Gr. 5+6 a.m.
K-4 p.m.

Dec. 20 - Report Cards
emailed home

Dec. 22 - Last Day
before Winter Break

Dec. 25 - Jan.5 -
Winter Break

Jan 8 - First Day New
Term

Jan 8 - Home and
School Mtg. 6:30 p.m.

 

 

ÉAM 
LES NOUVELLES

 DECEMBRE 2023

PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE
IMPORTANT

DATES

 

This month we are busy preparing for all of the upcoming concerts that will involve
students in public speaking, singing and instrument playing. Being our first year as
a K-8 school we are going to try out a new way of doing concerts. Our first two large
events will take place on December 20th in the gymnasium. Our grade 5 & 6
concert will start at 11:00 a.m. with gym doors opening to the public at 10:15 a.m.
Our kindergarten to grade 4 concert will begin at 1:30 p.m. with doors opening at
12:45 p.m. Please enter off the southeast doors. Note that our Home and School
Association will be holding 50/50 draws and raffles at both concerts, with a silver
collection being taken at the door. The grade 7 & 8 guitar and band classes will be
performing a mini concert for our students in December followed by their first big
concert at the end of February.

Thank you to our families for participating in our student-led conferences. We had
a great turnout and we know that parental engagement is critical for student
success! 

Our Purdy’s fundraiser was a success and we will notify all families of the exact pick
up date and time, we are hoping for December 11th. 

Report cards will be going out on December 20th. You will be receiving the report
card via email. 

Finally, this month, we are arranging a presentation for our grade 7 and 8 students
on the Explore program. This is a wonderful three-week intensive French
opportunity for our students. It involves traveling and learning the language, with
students across the county. I took part in the same program and it really made a
huge impact on my language development. 

Winter break is from December 23-January 7th. The Home and School meeting will
take place on the first day back, at 6:30 p.m.

Happy Holidays,
Tracy Vanstone



Grade 8
Hallway

V I E W  D O W N  T H E



QUITE THE
CHARACTER!

3Gagnon Inquiry Assignment

Happiness is...
S N O W F L A K E S  O N  Y O U R  T O N G U E



PLEASE CONSIDER
SENDING A DONATION
OF MONEY, A GENTLY
USED TOY, AND/OR A

NON-PERISHABLE
FOOD ITEM FOR SPIRIT
WEEK. ALL PROCEEDS
WILL GO TOWARDS A
LOCAL CHARITY.  







CONNAÎTRECONNAÎTRE
  NOSNOS  

FAMILLESFAMILLES
Bronte, Draeden and I have a pug named Leonard, a cat named Smokey, and we used to have a cat
named Chance. When we moved into our new Habitat home in June, Chance was attached to the
home we lived in and kept running away back to our old house… so after 6 weeks of picking him up
everytime, the family living in our old home adopted Chance! We miss him a lot! We are a Habitat
For Humanity family. We were blessed with the opportunity when my beautiful Aunty Bonny
reached out to me and said our family would be a great fit, so I applied. After getting selected, the
boys and I started volunteer work in the community. We chose to do Service for Seniors as a
family, and I volunteered at the MCC when the boys were at their Dad’s. The boys were amazing
volunteers at the seniors home! We helped serve a dine-in dinner, and the boys were loved lots by
the residents! It was a volunteer job full of love to say the least. We are very thankful for the
opportunities and for what we have all learned through this process and especially thankful for our
new beautiful home we have to make memories in for years to come. The boys’ favourite part of
our new home is finally having their own bedrooms!! No more bunk bed with the brother! Speaking
of the boys, why I chose to put them into French immersion was to start them off with extra
strengths in learning, and I thought it would be great for them to be bilingual. I had also heard from
students that had graduated from the French Immersion program that they were really happy their
parents put them into it. I had high hopes it was the right thing to do. There have been struggles,
but the staff has always been of great help! Talking to the boys about what they love most in their
new school:  Draeden said that their Cousin Jaxen in grade 1 could come with them and also the
younger kids! Bronte said because they do really fun stuff in Science, and it’s a bigger gym! I am
super thankful that they still have Mme Vanstone as a principal to guide them. She is a wonderful
Principal, as well as I was happy to see Mme Kerchak and Mme Bluhm in the office. Overall, we love
being a part École Arthur Meighen and look forward to learning, growing, and making great
memories!!









DECEMBER CALENDAR!
HI FAMILIES! WE HOPE YOU'VE HAD A GREAT NOVEMBER SO FAR! WE HAVE

LOTS OF GREAT THINGS LINED UP FOR NEXT MONTH. BELOW ARE THE DETAILS
AND THE CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER. WE REALLY APPRECIATE YOU TAKING THE

TIME TO READ THIS EMAIL IN ITS ENTIRETY!

PLEASE NOTE WE ARE CLOSED FROM DECEMBER 25 - JANUARY 2 FOR THE
HOLIDAYS. WE WILL ALSO HAVE LIMITED HOURS FROM DECEMBER 20-22.

WE ARE HOSTING A CHRISTMAS FAMILY FUN DAY ON SATURDAY, DECEMBER
16TH FROM 10-2 FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN AGES 1-8. THERE WILL BE A

SEPARATE EMAIL WITH MORE DETAILS COMING SOON SO STAY TUNED FOR THAT
AND SAVE THE DATE!

DROP IN PLAY WILL BE HAPPENING EVERY TUESDAY AFTERNOON FROM 1-4 PM
AT THE FRC PLAYROOM! GET OUT OF THE HOUSE AND COME MEET SOME NEW

FRIENDS. YOUR KIDS CAN PLAY WITH NEW TOYS AND YOU CAN SKIP CLEANING
YOUR HOUSE FOR A PLAY DATE. THERE IS NO NEED TO REGISTER FOR THIS

PROGRAM. COME WHEN YOU WANT AND LEAVE WHEN YOU NEED!

OUR MONTHLY FAMILY GAME NIGHT IS HAPPENING FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8TH
FROM 5-7 PM! MEET US AT THE FRC FOR FUN, LAUGHTER AND LOTS OF GAMES -
WE'RE GRATEFUL TO BOSTON PIZZA FOR PROVIDING YUMMY PIZZA! REGISTER

ONLINE.

OUR MOM'S TIME PROGRAM IS ON WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13TH AT 7:30! JOIN
US FOR A FUN TIME OF WREATH MAKING JUST IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS! PLEASE

NOTE CHILDCARE IS NOT AVAILABLE FOR THIS PROGRAM.

THE OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD PROGRAM IS HAPPENING FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15TH
AT 10 AM AND IT WILL BE A CELEBRATION OF DIFFERENT HOLIDAYS!

IF YOU'VE BEEN WANTING TO COME TO BOOK BUDDIES BUT THE MORNING
TIMES DON'T WORK FOR YOU, WE ARE OFFERING THE PROGRAM AT 4:30 ON
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14TH! TODDLER SHENANIGANS ALSO HAS A 4:30 PM
SLOT ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 4TH. REGISTER SOON TO CLAIM YOUR SPOT!

SKATE WITH SANTA IS HAPPENING SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3. SEE BELOW IMAGE
FOR ALL THE DETAILS! PLEASE NOTE WE ARE PROVIDING SKATES AND HELMETS

TO BORROW, FIRST COME FIRST SERVE. UNFORTUNATELY, WE DO NOT HAVE
ALL SIZES.

WE HAVE SOME MOUTH-WATERING RECIPES THIS MONTH FOR HEALTHY
COOKING AND KIDS IN THE KITCHEN. PLEASE SIGN UP FOR THE ONE PROGRAM
YOU ARE THE MOST INTERESTED IN, AND LET US KNOW IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO

BE ON THE WAIT LIST FOR ANOTHER ONE.

JUST A FRIENDLY REMINDER THAT WE OFFER FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL
WELLNESS COACHING AT THE FRC. SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT BY CALLING

204-595-5105, CHILDCARE CAN BE AVAILABLE IF NEEDED.

AS ALWAYS, THE BEST WAY TO SIGN UP FOR PROGRAMS IS ON OUR WEBSITE.
JUST A COUPLE THINGS ABOUT ONLINE REGISTRATION: IT CLOSES ONE OR TWO
DAYS BEFORE THE PROGRAM, SO IF YOU WANT TO SEE IF THERE IS STILL SPACE

THE DAY BEFORE, OR THE DAY OF, JUST GIVE US A CALL OR SEND A TEXT TO
204-595-5005. ALSO, IF YOU TRY TO SIGN UP BUT THE DATE LOOKS LIKE IT IS

NOT AVAILABLE, IT MAY BE FULL. IN THAT CASE, PLEASE FEEL FREE TO SEND US
A MESSAGE, AND WE WILL BE HAPPY TO PUT YOU ON THE WAIT LIST IN CASE

SOMEONE CANCELS.

NOTE: WE HAVE REGULARLY HAD OPENINGS FOR PROGRAMS BECAUSE OF
CANCELLATIONS, SO IF YOU DIDN’T GET TO SIGN UP RIGHT AWAY (AND GO ON

THE WAIT LIST), THERE IS A GOOD CHANCE YOU'LL STILL GET IN!

FINALLY, IF YOU WISH TO UNSUBSCRIBE FROM THESE EMAILS, SIMPLY SCROLL
TO THE VERY BOTTOM AND HIT THE "UNSUBSCRIBE" BUTTON.

TAKE CARE, ENJOY THE REST OF NOVEMBER AND WE HOPE TO SEE YOU SOON!

OUR WEBSITE: WWW.FRCPORTAGE.CA




