
Bienvenue and Welcome to everyone!

I would like to welcome everyone to our new school! The French Immersion program is an inclusive
program open to all students. The goal of French Immersion is to develop proud, confident, engaged,
plurilingual global citizens. Our main focus this year will be on getting our students talking in French
as much as possible. We will be encouraging our teachers to look for every opportunity to enhance
the communication skills in their students. One of the most significant ways for students to be
successful in French Immersion is through parental support. It is important that your children know
why you decided to put them in French Immersion and it is equally important to encourage them
along the way. 

This week kicks off our first official week of École Arthur Meighen as a kindergarten to grade 8 school.
This is the first time Portage la Prairie has ever had a milieu school, meaning all students in the school
will be in French Immersion, with the exception of our one class of Junior Life Skills. The program has
grown incredibly since 1980. In the inaugural year, there was one class of kindergarten and one class
of grade one. I was one of the lucky ones enrolled in that kindergarten class! This year EAM will have
20 homeroom classes of French Immersion. Portage Collegiate Institute offers 15 credits in French
Immersion for students in grades 9-12. We have certainly come a long way in 43 years and look
forward to fully immersing our students in a milieu setting. We have many exciting ideas and plans
underway for our new school! 

Last week, 10 grade 8 students were trained to be tour guides for our school, last Friday a grade eight
participated in a radio interview with me and just yesterday, 5 grade 5 students came in to put
together a welcome surprise for our staff. Student engagement and voice will be a priority on our
school plan. All students have a voice and their ideas matter. Students are encouraged to share their
ideas with the staff so that we can work on a plan to make them happen!

In the next few weeks, we will have more information on our new school coming to you via email. At
the beginning of every month, we will send out a newsletter outlining important activities and dates
for you to remember. We recently set up a École Arthur Meighen Facebook page, following this page
will keep you informed of all the things going on in the school. 

September is a busy month that flies by! We have a staggered start for kindergarten, to ease our
students into routine with less numbers of students in the class for the first few days. We have Strong
Beginnings where there are no scheduled classes on September 15th and 18th. On the first day of
school you will receive a letter with your child's appointment time and details on Strong Beginnings.
Cross country running will begin for our middle years students along with instrument selection for
students in grade 7 & 8 band. 

We look forward to a great month ahead! If you have any questions or concerns, we encourage you to
reach out to the homeroom teacher or school administration. 

Sincerely,
Tracy Vanstone
Directrice/Principal

ÉAM 
LES NOUVELLES

 SEPTEMBRE 2023

Sept. 6 - School Meet and
Greet 1:30-3:30

Sept. 7 - First Day of School

Sept. 14 - Band Student

 Instrument Selection 4-7
p.m.

Sept. 15 - Strong Beginnings -
No Classes

Sept. 18 - Strong Beginnings -
No Classes

Sept. 19 - Canteen Opens

Sept. 29 - Orange Shirt Day

Sept. 30 - National Truth &
Reconciliation Day

Oct. 3 - Divisional PD Day - No
Classes

Oct. 4 - Photo Day

Oct. 6 - Terry Fox Walk & BBQ

Oct. 9 - Thanksgiving Day -
SCHOOLS CLOSED

Oct. 12 - BU Band Concert

Oct. 18 - Gr. 6&8 Vaccines

Nov. 6 - Picture Retakes

Nov. 9 - Remembrance Day
Services

Nov. 10 - Student Led
Conference - No Classes

Nov. 11 - Remembrance Day

 PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE IMPORTANT
DATES










